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MARCONI TO SELL ARCHIVES _

Hot off the wire (fiber): the Marconi Company (GEC-Marconi Ltd.) is about to auction off most of its corporate
archives and, apparently, display items from its museum at Chelmsford. Christies’ auction house in London will han-
dle the sale. It will comprise about 1000 lots from 1887 up to WW ll. The auction will include wireless equipment, both
experimental and production, featuring two coherer receivers (one from 1900), an arc transmitter built by pioneer en-
gineer H. J. Round, at least one Marconi Triple Tuner, etc.

Offerings will include rare early literature and papers, including the original copy of Guglieimo
Marconi’'s British wireless patent and his personal logbook from the first transatlantic test (Dec.
1901; the famous "S*). There will be several lots incorporating "thousands" of Marconigrams
related to the loss of the Titanic, including operator logs from the Carpathia and other ships in the
area (it gives me the willies to type this - LAS) and the sinking of the Lusitania.

One can predict with confidence that this sale will make the Ford Museum / Dearborn auction of
1885 look like the junk cleanout that it mostly was. Christie’s plans to publish a catalog in March,
and to offer a preview of some of this material in the U. S. and ltaly. They will hold preview
sessions in London on April 19-23, and will conduct the sale on Thursday-Friday, April 24-25. We'll provide further
details as the story unfolds. Meanwhile, basic information is available via the Christie's Web site, www.christies.com.
We understand that A. R. C. plans substantial coverage of this event also.

Ya saw it here first. The Oscillator's agent network made it possible to break the news about the Dearborn auction;
here we go again!,

JANUARY MEETING NOTES
Mike Koste

Last month's pregame activity at the DVHRC Annex (the Hillside Tavern) indicated we were in for an excellent show
of membership later in the evening. Fifty-two clubbers showing up in the dead of winter has to be some kind of rec-
ord for a January meeting. Among those in attendance was our newest member, long-time collector Ray Chase from
Plainfield, NJ.

DVHRC president Bill Overbeck updated the club on arrangements for the Winter Swapmeet and Auction. Road-
trips to MAARC and NJARC to spread the word and recruit vendors have been encouraging. As of this writing, the
auction involves at least two estates, along with numerous individual contributions. With nearly 100 tables available
and interest running high, you're encouraged to make your reservations in advance. (Contact Dave Abramson at
[610] 827-9757.) We'll again feature a *People’s Choice* equipment contest and raffle a Philco Junior cathedral; hot
food will be available; and the club table will be offering memberships, books, and tubes. [Be advised that the
DVHRC Tube Program recently enjoyed an influx of fresh stock, including a wealth of two-digit big-pin types.] Bill also
acknowledged your secretary's donation of eight additional Rider's manuals to the club library. We now boast Vol-
umes 1-17,

January's "Show & Tell* gave Alex Voros the opportunity to show off an unusual German radio made by RCA, and
Mike Tannenbaum presented a vintage Fada Neutrodyne three-dialer he’s been working on. Coincidentally, Mike's
'Fada was procured at a DVHRC auction a couple of months ago. Preceding the auction, the group participated in a
discussion of radio-related paper items. Overbeck displayed a number of interesting collectibles, including early edi-
tions of the Radio Amateur's Handbook, early Allied and Lafayette catalogs, 1800s newspapers dealing with electricity
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and telegraphy, and a Victor phonograph-record catalog from the

turn of the century. In light of the loss of irreplaceable papers suf-
fered by Ted Sowirka last September, the club shared suggest-
ions and product information on paper protection and storage
procedures,

Remember, instead of a February meeting, we’'ll be touring Jay
Daveler’s collection and nostalgia shop In Lansdale. (If you've
familiarized yourself with Jay’s radios only through the pages of
Evolution of Radio, here's the chance to see his truly outstanding
cache up-close and personal!) If we don’t see you then, we urge
you to support and attend the Winter meet & Auction in Havertown
the following Saturday.

Directions to Jay’s Davro Instrument Corp. are as follows:

From 309 Expressway: Take 308 north to Rte. 63 west, ap-
proximately nine lights (on Rte. 63) to Cannon Ave. (Seven-Eleven
on corner) - make a right - go to 5th St. (do not cross railroad
tracks) - Davro is on the left at the corner of 5th and Cannon
behind the Cannoneers Club.

From Allentown - 309 South: Take 309 south to Broad St.,
Lansdale (Yum-Yum Donuts). Make a right turn onto Broad St
Go three traffic lights to 7th St. (Elm Terrace on corner). Make a
right turn. Go to the end of the street - at the traffic light (Cannon
Ave.), make a left turn - go over the railroad tracks to the first street
on the right (5th St.). Davro is on the corner of 5th and Cannon
behind the Cannoneers Club.

PA Turnpike: To Lansdale/Kulpsville exit (31) of the Northeast
Extension. At the light make a left - at next light (Forty Foot Road),
make another left. Go two lights; make a right onto Rte. 63. At the
fourth traffic light, make a left (Cannon Ave.). Go to 5th St. Davro
is on the left at the corner of 5th and Cannon behind the Cannon-
eers Club.

RADIO XVl
Sunday, Feb. 23
Greater Boston Antique Radio Collectors is presenting this

year's indoor flea market at the same place as last year, the West-
ford Regency Inn in Westford, MA (Exit 32 from 1-495). Added this
year: an informal dinner the night before. Tours of John Terrey's
600-item collection will be available. Admission is $5 per head;
tables are $16. Full details are inthe Feb. A. R. C., p. 41.

READERS’ COMMENTS
GRILLE CLOTH

The article by John Okolowicz was great, | have done most of
what he suggested on my own, on a console Philco that | picked
up at a old farm-machinery barn. The grille cloth was covered with
dust and dirt, including oil. It had been torn loose from the back-
ing and was hanging loose. The area of the speaker was imprint-
ed with a darker shadow of dust.

This set was a 1939 model, and the glue holding the cloth appar-
ently had deteriorated so that the cloth was easily peeled off. |
washed it in Fantastik solution and, rather than using tacks to st-
retch it on a board, used duct tape on the edges and smoothed it
out to dry by laying it down on a cotton pad. It came out nice and
clean. The oil stain was gone. The speaker area was still slightly
visible but not bad.

| reglued it to the backing board and it looked OK! Repairing the
cabinet and chassis is another story. I'd like to see more articles
like John's - Alton DuBois,

L






