Fashions come,
And fashions go.
But bad taste

Is timeless.
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DECEMBER MEETING RECAP
Mike Koste

Considering the jam-packed-agenda of club business and the equally stuffed buffet and auction tables we faced in
December, the Annual Meeting/Christmas Party moved quickly. A total of 46 members and their guests were in at-
tendance. We acknowledged the arrival of our newest antique radio companions, Kenneth DeLucca, Martin Fleisher,
Albert German, and Jerry Vanicek. President Bill Overbeck reflected on the club’s long- and short-comings in 1996
and thanked everyone who pitched in to help make some of our long-range goals reality. Besides on-going efforts to
promote the organization, among our missions for the new year is establishment of a club directory. Bill has been
burning the midnight oil on behalf of the Association in planning and preparation for the indoor Winter Swapmeet in
February. Ludwell Sibley has placed ads in the January and February issues of Antique Radio Classified, your Sec-
retary has volunteered his two free ARC classifieds to piug the meet, and we've even managed to sneak onto the
NJARC website (http://www.globalent.net/oldradio) with an advertisement and full-color map. We'll again conduct a
People’s Choice Equipment Contest and raffle off a Philco *Junior* cathedral radio. (Thanks, as always, to Jim Amici
for surgical renovation.)

More on the Winter Meet on the last page. Further discussion and an opportunity to volunteer your assistance at
the January meeting on the 14th!

DVHRC ELECTS 1997 BOARD OF DIRECTORS
Mike Koste, Club Secretary

At the Annual Meeting of the Delaware Valley Historic Radio Club on December 10, 1996, an election was held to
select a Board of Directors to serve the organization through December 31, 1997. Those elected are Bill Overbeck,
Tony Moletierre, Pete Grave, Ludwell Sibley and Mike Koste.

In a caucus immediately following the election, Overbeck was chosen to serve at DVHRC President, Moletierre as
Vice President, Koste as Secretary and John Kern as Treasurer. The Board also selected Ted Sowirka as Chairman
of the Tech Committee and appointed Ludwell Sibley to the new position of Publicity Chairman.

In addition, due to a close finish in the Board election, the club has amended its by-laws to reflect that in the event
of a tie, a separate run-off election between the two or more candidates will be immediately conducted in order to
determine a winner. -

RESTORATION TECHNIQUES

DVHRC'’s "man of the cloth® is well known as a source of historically accurate fabric for radio speaker grilles. He pro-
vides buyers with an instruction sheet giving hints on best applying the new cloth. The folllowing is adapted from the
latest version of his sheet.

GRILLE CLOTH INSTALLATION AND "AGING" TIPS
_ John Okolowicz

My cloths are made from rayon, polyester and/or cotton. The original cloths from the 1930s were all rayon and/or
cotton. Rayon has two characteristics that you should be aware of;

« It has luster, which makes it more three-dimensional and lifelike. Of course, after 60 years, the sheen on the origi-
nal material has been greatly subdued by exposure to dirt and smoke.
= Because it is made from cellulose (otherwise known as wood), it is very responsive to moisture.

You can use these properties to help you improve the installation. By gluing down a slightly moist cloth (which will
expand the material) and then waiting for both the glue and moisture to dry, the cloth will contract by itself and form a
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nice tight fit.

Polyester is made from plastic and therefore not moisture-sens-
itive. Once you glue it down, it should stay in place without taking
any special measures. The disadvantage of polyester is that it has
no shine or "body" and can look a bit flat and lifeless. However,
some people find this very desirable,

Installation steps:

1. Iron. i you plan to use spray starch, then skip this step and
go directly to step 2. Otherwise, use a household iron set for per-
manent-press with steam for a wrinkle-free cloth. If you don’t use
steam, don't expect to get any wrinkles out. Then go to step 3.

2A. Spray Starch - optional, but recommended. This stuff is real-
ly great for two reasons: (1) it gives some stability to the material
and (2) it dulls the shine. In most cases you may not need to do
anything else. If you use this, do not additionally wet the cloth with
steam. Set the iron for regular heat and iron it out. If the cloth is
too wet, it will stick to the iron. Experiment on a scrap piece first to
getthe hangofit ...or...

2B. Spritz. To insure that your cloth is nice and tight when you
are done, first wet it slightly with water using a spritzer before ap-
plication. After application with the cloth still damp, the cloth will
shrink as it dries and that will insure that it stays nice and tight.
Caution: If you install it dry on a humid day, you will never get the
the "baggies” out.

3. Stretch. A great way to stretch the cloth (if you don’t use sp-

ray starch) before mounting is to use an embroidery hoop of ap-
propriate size before mounting to the cabinet (or more commonly
to the cardboard backing). Leave the hoop intact until the glue is
dry and then remove. These hoops are available in plastic or
wood and can be obtained at any craft shop. Wooden hoops sell
for 50¢ each and come as large as 12 inches in diameter, while
plastic ones are around $4 and are available only up to 10 inches
in diameter.
4, Glue, Spray adhesive works great for me. | use an industrial-
strength product made by Camie-Campbell, Inc., 8225 Watson In-
dustrial Park, St. Louis, MC 83126, phone (314) 968-3222. An 18-
oz. can of #300 all-purpose adhesive costs about $8. You can al-
so try the spray adhesives made by the 3M Company from your lo-
cal hardware, but | find these a bit watery. If you do use the 3M
products, please wait until they get tacky before applying the
cloth. Failure to do so will cause permanent discoloration of the
cloth.

NOTE: When poking holes through the cloth, first use an awl or
a hot soldering iron with a pointed tip to spread the fabric. DO
NOT use a screw or drill bit because this tends to grab the fibers
and pull them out. Need a backing board? If your cardboard
mounting board is crumbling hopelessly, then go to an arts-and-
crafts supply house and ask for illustration board. This is a thick
and very stiff quality paperboard material that works wonders for
this application. It comes in 2' x 3’ sizes and costs between $3 to
$4. A professional art-supply store has this in various thicknesses,
while your chain stores, no matter how large, carry this product in
only one thickness. If you are a serious restorer, the extra effort is
worth it.

Console application
Use a combination of staples and spray adhesive. First spray
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