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DVHRC AUCTION HIGHLIGHTS
Mike Koste

For many members, the radio auction following the monthly meeting
of the DVHRC is the highlight of the evening. Since the club’s forma-
tion, we've seen everything from early home-brews to cathedrals; from
tombstones to consoles; from bakelites to transistors; and a wealth of
tubes, parts, paper, and testgear.

Statistically, dating from September 1983, of 408 lots up for bid, 217
were sold, netting the club treasury nearly $300 in commissions. Our
.500 batting average continued at the October meeting, where 34 of 63
lots sold (not including the *side deals' which transpired afterwards).

Among the highlights:

+ A Zenith L-600 Transoceanic, in working condition, for $40.
* A light-blue Spica ST-600 transistor radio for $50.
+ A Hallicrafters TW-1000 *Transoceanic-style® muitiband portable,

less tubes, $22.

 An early Philco pocket transistor with lots of chrome, $26.

» A very early Dictaphone wax-cylinder dictating machine, as-is, $9.
« A pair of early-'60s Webcor microphones, $11.

* A nice Nordmende (German) table radio, working, $20.

« An early Westclox transistor radio with wind-up clock, $20.

= A nice late-model Variac, $16.

« A variety of late tube-model radios, $2-14.

» Numerous common transistor sets, $2-9.
If your basement or garage is bulging and it's imperative that you do
some collection-thinning, DVHRC auctions are the right time and
place. The inventory is only as good as members make it, and the
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club benefits from all sales, Hallicrafters TW-1000.
charging a 10% commission
on items up to $50, and a flat $5 for items over $50. And, as previ-
ously stated, if your item doesn’'t meet your reserve, chances are very
good that you can find a buyer in the club after the fact.

ABOUT THE EXTRA TUBE IN YOUR ANTIQUE RADIO
Ted Sowirka

The kinship of vacuum tubes and incandescent lamps is close. Ev-
olution of the vacuum tube was by accident at first, and by purpose
later on. The miniature incandescent lamp that lights up the dial
scale in a radio is a single-element vacuum tube. It contains a fila-
ment of tungsten wire like that of an 01A tube. When power is ap-
plied, the current flow is impeded by the resistance of the wire, caus-
ing it to get so hot that it glows brightly. This action takes place in an
evacuated and sealed glass bulb, There is no other element inside
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this tube.

When Thomas Edison was developing the incandescent lamp, it was noted that a black deposit formed on
the inside surface after a few hours of operation. During experiments conducted to solve this problem, a metal
shield plate was installed in a test lamp. Edison connected a meter between the plate support wire and one
side of the filament. A DC current was indicated and duly noted in the experiment logbook - a phenomenon
dubbed the *Edison Effect.* Although receiving a patent on the device, Edison did not pursue any serious ap-
plication. Years later the English scientist Fleming put the diode to use as an RF detector, replacing the Branly
coherer. Along came De Forest in 1906, who inserted another element, the *grid,” between the filament and the
plate. Named the Audion, the amplifying vacuum tube was born.

RCA was formed in December 1919 with the help of the U. S. government and controlled in part by lamp
manufacturer General Electric. During the early ’20s GE, Westinghouse, AT&T, and United Fruit Co. (Wireless
Specialty Apparatus) pooled patents, leading to vacuum-tube manufacture at the *Edison Lamp Works" of GE.
Located at Harrison, NJ, this early incandescent-lamp factory had the necessary vacuum pumps, glass-sealing,
and wire-drawing machines to make tubes.

When the radio is turned on, the lamp lights up the dial scale. If it is burned out, lamp access is through the
back ot top of the set. Chassis removal is usually unnecessary, as the lamp socket is held in place by a spring
clip and the twisted leads are long enough to permit removal and replacement. There are endless combina-
tions of bulbs, bases, voltages, and currents. The type is defined by the number on the base or, for most
lamps used in old radios, the color of the glass bead below the filament. This is usually the only way to choose
a replacement - manufacturers’ service data (Rider’s, etc.) rarely specified the bulb, or gave only the maker's
private part number. The table covers most of these old-time bulbs.

DECODER FOR RADIO BULBS
Base Bead Type Volts mA Hours Typical User
Tubular bulb, 13/32" dia. (T-3%, or 3%4/32")
Bayonet Brown 47 6.3@ 150 3000 ‘revery" All-American Five
Bayonet White 43 2.5 500 3000
Bayonet , Blue 44 6.3@ 250 3000 Belmont 542
Bayonet Green 45 3.2 350* 3000
Bayonet Pink 49 2.0 60 1000 Marine Corps TBY transceiver
Screw Brown 40 6.3@ 150 3000 Radiola 18, 50
Screw White 41 2.5 500 3000 Stromberg-Carlson 641, 642
Screw Blue 46 6.3@ 250 3000
Screw Green 42 3.2 350* 3000
Screw Pink 48 2.0 60 1000 2-volt battery radios
Globe bulb, 7/16" dia. (G-3'%, or 372/32")
Bayonet White 51 6.3@ 200 1000 Scott All-Wave 23
Screw White 50 6.3@ 200 1000
@ Listed as 6-8 V in some tables. * Listed as 500 mA in some tables.
BOOK REVIEW
Mike Koste

The Coilector's Guide to Antique Radios, 3rd Ed., by Marty and Sue Bunis (Collector Books, 1994)

The vintage-radio collectors of the world have fallen victim to supply and demand. No one can deny that our
hobby is booming, but let’s face fact: as more and more people get into the act, choice pieces become fewer
and farther between.

Perhaps that's what Marty and Sue Bunis realized when they began to prepare the new edition of The Col-
lector's Guide to Antique Radios, choosing to include a multitude of listings for fairly plain and uninteresting







