
 
The Official newsletter of the DVHRC  FALL  2018 
  

 
The DVHRC Oscillator        1     October 2018 

Kutztown XXXIX Review  

 

The DVHRC is extremely proud to 

partner with Renningers and the 

success of our Kutztown Radio 

Meet series is a tribute to a lot of 

hard work together.  Renningers 

manages a unique venue with lots 

of space in an outdoor open 

market format with most safely 

under cover.  There is a lot of 

promotion, logistics, and event 

management services provided by 

the Renningers staff.  

 Above: Easy sign up for next spring provided by 

friendly Renningers roving representative.   

When you add in hundreds of 

volunteer hours from DVHRC 

members and others, it is really 

hard to place a value on all of that.  

Lewie Newhard works locally with 

Renningers and club members 

throughout the year to make sure 

you have the best time possible 

and his passion and ours is to 

make it even better.   At a recent 

membership meeting we reviewed 

KTZ-39 for a whole hour and your 

comments were studied to help us 

shape future events.  One goal all 

clubs share is how to attract 

younger folks interested in vintage 

electronics so donôt be surprised if 

we ask for your opinions on this 

and future Kutztown events.    

Above: President Jarret Brown presents prize to 

Bruce Mager, winner of òbest displayó on Friday.  
Below: More of Bruceõs display.  He owns and 

operates Waves LLC/WavesRadios.Com, in NYC.

 

 

Above: Tom Hunt of Lexington, KY found himself 

to be lucky winner of stunning Majestic Model 

460-A Deco raffle radio on Saturday.  Cash 

awards for those still set up after noon on 

Saturday were presented to Keith and Bob 

Seiwell, Max Theis and Steve Johnson.  Below: 

Tom Spiegle made a good deal on Saturday on 

this big box for his essential Philco collection.
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Above: Keith and Bob Seiwell stayed set up into 

Saturday afternoon and reaped a reward.    

The Friday night auction was 

again efficient and allowed us to 

later enjoy social activities.  

Thanks to Pete, the Daves, Stan 

and the runners who get a lot of 

exercise and lend their expertise 

to describing items- and of course, 

you, our faithful buyers!  Star of 

the auction was a pristine pre-war 

Zenith console.

Above: It all started innocently enough with the 

initial delivery of an estateõs items but a week 

later the white room was jam packed with buyers.  

 

Spring 2019 will be special- 

Kutztown XL (our 40th)!  Stay 

tuned for further information! 

Tubes Needed for DVHRC 

Kutztown Inventory        

 

After Kutztown XXXIX, we can say 

the sales of tubes was a big 

success.  With any success comes 

the challenge of replenishment of 

the most sought after tubes always 

in short supply.   During your 

winter appraisals, please be 

generous by donating to DVHRCôs 

tube program.  Following are a list 

of the tubes the club is looking for. 

Dave and the DVHRC will be 

grateful for your efforts. 

 

 

 

Delaware Valley Historic Radio 

Club 

PO Box 5053 

New Britain, PA 18901 

www.dvhrc.com  

 
The Oscillator is the quarterly newsletter of 

the Delaware Valley Historic Radio Club. 

 

Articles on radio and television history or 

collecting can be submitted by the 25th of 

month prior to quarterly issue dates of 

April, July, October and January to the 

editor at gdottor@yahoo.com. 

 

Personal views, opinions and technical 

advice do not necessarily reflect those of 

members, officers or Board of Directors 

of the DVHRC, nor is the DVHRC 

responsible for any buying or selling 

transactions. 

 

Dues are $20 per year and can be paid at 

a meeting or mailed to the above address.  

Meetings held 2nd Tuesday of each month 

at Telford Community Center. 

 

DVHRC Board of Directors  
 

President:  

   Jarret Brown / 610-704-0803 

   Jpb205@lehigh.edu 

Vice President:  

   Tom Spiegel  

   Adxymox62@netzero.com  

Secretary/Treasurer : 

   Dave Snellman / 267-328-8857 

   dsnellman@comcast.com 

At Large members : 

   Fred Saul  / 610-704-0803 

   fsantiqueradio@dejazzd.com 

   Greg Dottor / 610-844-6326 

   gdottor@yahoo.com 

 

http://www.dvhrc.com/
mailto:gdottor@yahoo.com
mailto:Jpb205@lehigh.edu
mailto:dsnellman@comcast.com
mailto:fsantiqueradio@dejazzd.com
mailto:gdottor@yahoo.com
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2018 Remaining Meetings             

Nov 13- Decade- 1970õs Radios 7:30 

Dec 11- X-mas Party at Stove Nõ Tap 

 

Some Housekeeping Notes       

Web references herein may need 

to be copied or manually entered 

into your browser.  Please offer 

any suggestions to improve this 

newsletter as well! 

 

We are always looking for a good 

story to publish, especially projects 

and technical fare ï thanks to our 

members for two articles herein!  

You may forward them to: 

gdottor@yahoo.com 

Upcoming Regional Events 
Following are some excellent 
programs and a reason to have 
multiple club memberships in our 
regionΩǎ clubs! Paste links into your 
browser to load.  Some of what 
follows and even more hamfest 
events can be viewed via this 
website: n2lvi delaware valley area 

hamfests 

National Capital Radio & TV Museum 

-NCRTV 20th Anniversary Press Junket    

Friday, 12.14.18, Call for Info.    The 

National Capital Radio & Television 

Museum operates in Bowie, 

Maryland, and also curates 

continuing exhibits elsewhere. 

Opened in 1999, the museum is open 

to visitors three days a week.  The 

National Capital Radio & Television 

Museum is open to the public- 

Fridays 9 a.m. to 4 p.m., Saturdays 

and Sundays 12 p.m. to 4 p.m.  When 

in the area, visit NCRTV Museum at 

2608 Mitchellville Rd., Bowie, 

Maryland, 20716.  Contact via Phone: 

301-390-1020 or see website for 

details on planning a visit:  

https://ncrtv.org 

NJARC Fall Swap meet     Saturday, 

11.03.18, 8AM to 12PM, vendor  

setup 7:15  Cost: $5 buyer donation; 

Vendors $25 per table (non-members 

$30).  Vendor setup 7:00 AM, Walk-

around auction starts at @ 11AM.  

Expert antique radio repair available.  

Family oriented environment.    

Where:  Parsippany PAL, 33 Baldwin 

Rd, Parsippany, NJ 07054, USA.   

http://www.njarc.org/images/NJARC_

Swapmeet_Flyer_2018_Fall.jpg 

http://www.njarc.org/directions.html#

swapmeets 

http://www.njarc.org/#calendar 

 

A Funny Thing Happened on 

the Way Home from the 

Sussex Hamfest!    By Bob 

Bennett       

While driving home from the 

Sussex Hamfest, my phone 

vibrated twice and did not answer 

since I was focused on my driving, 

and wanted to get home safely. I 

was tired getting home and forgot 

to check missed messages. The 

following Monday morning, I 

checked my e-mail to find this:   

 Hi Bob, I hope you got my phone 

message, I need some help with a 

Motorola 708 radio that is going in 

a Tucker 48. Please give me a call 

or email me. 

All the best,                               

John Tucker, Jr.                                                                     

At first I thought this may have 

been a practical joke, but I had 

called John, and the call was 

completely legitimate. He is the 

grandson of ñPreston Tuckerò the 

man who developed and made the 

ñTuckerò automobile!  

 

Now about the radio itselfé.These 

radios were given to dealers and 

sometimes buyers of the cars so 

once the cars got made, the radio 

was going to be installed. I did 

some research on these radios 

and found out they were already 

being used on 1941-1947 

Plymouth, Chrysler, Dodge, and 

DeSoto cars.  

 

Shown above is the Motorola 708 

for the cars I mentioned.  The 

radio was mounted under the dash 

with a remote head using 2 

cables- one for volume and one for 

tuning. 

Continued next Page 

mailto:gdottor@yahoo.com
https://ncrtv.org/
http://www.njarc.org/images/NJARC_Swapmeet_Flyer_2018_Fall.jpg
http://www.njarc.org/images/NJARC_Swapmeet_Flyer_2018_Fall.jpg
http://www.njarc.org/#calendar
http://www.njarc.org/#calendar
http://www.njarc.org/#calendar
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The Tucker radio is similar, but 

uses a different head and itôs a 

hammertone copper color shown 

below from top and rear view.  

 

 

The radio has some interesting 

features.  

 

To manually tune, the ñTò button 

must be depressed. For tuned 

presets, the U,C,K,E,or R buttons 

must be held down for a few 

seconds to memorize that station. 

This is achieved with a solenoid on 

the chassis that rotates a switch to 

a position after the tuning has 

been done, and memorized. The 

volume control also has a solenoid 

for tone control. You depress the 

volume control, and rotates a 3 

position switch for desired tone. 

That was your 1948 graphic 

equalizer!     

 

And now for the surgeryé  Well, 

at least initially the 8 tubes tested 

good.  Below are the before and 

after pictures.  

 

 Above: Old caps evident in original state.   

Below: Lots of replacements and testing, an 

alignment, and after 3+ hours playing on the 

bench, I gave the radio my seal of approval.    

 

The car this radio is going into is 

Tucker #44 (out of 50 made in 

1948) which has been restored 

and is going to the Pebble Beach 

Concours auto show where there 

will be a ñTuckerò show class 

celebrating the 70th anniversary of 

the car. Hereôs a photo of the 

finished car.   

Bob  

 

 

Refinishing a Vintage Radio 

Cabinet by Scraping    By 

Stan Saeger   

Nearly all vintage wood radios 

were finished with lacquer at the 

factory.   

If the finish is in good shape, a 

good cleaning and some paste 

wax or butcherôs wax is all thatôs 

needed.  If it needs more help, 

Formbyôs Restore-a-Finish, or a 

similar product, can dissolve the 

lacquer allowing it to be smoothed 

over. 

But what about a finish that is so 

far gone that it needs to be 

removed down to the bare wood?   

Most will head to the big-box 

hardware store for chemical 

furniture stripper.  Furniture 

stripper is nasty stuff.  It usually 

contains methylene chloride, 

highly toxic and a suspected 

carcinogen.  Less hazardous 

strippers are available, but Iôve 

found them to be less effective as 

well.                                               


