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FROM THE EDITOR’S DESK
Mike Koste

When publication of the Oscillator began last October, the goal was simple: provide a fun-to-read
newsletter to communicate with club members, both active and inactive, and to promote participation in
club activities.

As you examine the Oscillator one year later, it's obvious that we've accomplished our mission.
Member contributions have made the only monthly club newsletter of its kind an unqualified success,
leading to increased attendance at our monthly meetings and swapmeets, and nearly doubling DVHRC
membership.

Enter LUDWELL SIBLEY.

Anyone whao's ever read the AWA OId Timer’s Bulletin or Beview is probably familiar with Ludwell’s
work, he having served as correspondent and editor of these fine publications for the past five years.

The DVHRC is happy to welcome Ludwell to the organization, but, more importantly, for assuming the
role of new editor of the Oscillator. A long-time electrical engineer for Pacific Bell, AT&T, and Bell Com-
munications Research, Sibley is preparing to "hang up the receiver* to devote full time to the care and
feeding of a Victorian house in Flemington, NJ, and his passion for antique radio collecting.

We are proud and privileged to have Lud at the helm of the Oscillator and are confident that his care
and expertise will take the newsletter to even greater heights. If you have items of interest, contributions,
or advertisements, you can send them to Ludwell at 44 E. Main St., Flemington, NJ 08822-1224 or
phone (908) 782-4894.

Proud to serve . .. send those newsletter items in! - LAS

PRESIDENT’S CORNER
Jay Daveler

I would like to welcome the new editor of the Oscilfator, Ludwell Sibley. You have read above about
his qualifications. We're fortunate to have him aboard. | would also like to take this time to thank MIKE
KOSTE for his excellent work as editor. We all owe Mike thanks for starting the newsletter and bringing it
to this level. The Oscillator is now at the point where Mike and | agree that Ludwell can take the ball and
run with it. Again, a big thank-you from the membership and me to Mike.

Don't forget the upcoming swapmeet in November. In a meeting with Mike we agreed on having a ra-
dio show and also another Club Radio to be raffled off in conjunction with the swapmeet. Anyone who
can help on the Raffle Restoration Project, please contact me. Let’s get behind Mike and make this last
swapmeet of '94 a big success.

I'm asking all members to make it a point to attend the Sept. 13 meeting. This meeting is very impor-
tant for the future of the club. There will be three important issues on which | will be asking for action to
be taken:



= A charter for the club. The club has grown to the size that | feel a charter is a MUST!

= Liability insurance to protect the officers and individual members of the organization. This again
is a must. We are now running swapmeets, renting buildings, holding auctions, raffling off radios
which club members are jointly working on, etc.

= Our tax position: exempt - tax-free, non-tax-free, or no-tax-applicable. I've asked club member
and attorney CHARLES MARKOFSKI to be present, make a presentation, and be available to an-
swer members’ questions on the above. I'll present a budget to show how we will pay for this.
Looking forward to seeing you at the September meeting!

VOLUMES OF VOLUMES
Mike Koste

With the impending release of the third edition of Marty and Sue Bunis’ Collector's Guide to Antique
Radics, their new book about novelty radios and Lane’s Transistor Radios: A Collector’s Encyclopedia
and Price Guide, you may be asking yourself *What! More books? Who needs 'em?*

Simply put, the answer is *You do® . . . and I'll tell you why. It all began a couple of months ago in a
small antique shop in Charleston, West Virginia.

The moment | saw it, | knew | had to have it. *And it works great," so said the shopkeeper, a kind lady
willing to negotiate. Five minutes later | was walking out the door with this latest treasure under my arm,
confident I'd unearthed a real gem at a bargain-basement price.

On a one-to-ten scale, this late '30s plastic table set was an easy eight point five . . . no cracks, chips
or scratches. In fact, if it had any measurable flaws, there were only two that | could see. First, the back
was missing. (No big deal. Cardboard backs can be fabricated easily.) Second, and more significantly,
the radio had no name. (If collecting old radios didn't come with a challenge, it wouldn't be any fun.)
Nonetheless, | knew | wouldn't be abie to sieep untii | found out what i had. The 4-% hour drive back to
Pennsylvania was spent wondering . . . is it a Coronado? a Belmont? a Mantola? | couldn’'t wait to dig
into the library to start researching.

Once home, the process began with a lazy thumbing through Bunis | and |l and Evolution | and |i,
hoping to find a photo of my mystery set, or at least something that looked similar. No luck . . . no pic-
ture. The Baby Boom books were no help, since they cover only 1946-60, and | was confident this radio
was older than that.

Setting the books aside for the time being, | gave the outrageously deco-curved cabinet another hard
look. Although there were no visible markings on the front, bottom or back of the cabinet, perhaps the
name and model were printed inside or stamped on the chassis. Removing the loop antenna, | found
what | was looking for. Stamped on the chassis, though barely legible, was the word *Model,” followed
by an even less legible combination of letters and numbers. Below that was printed "*CR&TC." Assum. :J
that the last three letters stood for "Radio & Television Company (or Corporation), | reached for my copy
of The Radio Collector's Directory & Price Guide, which contains an excellent cross reference to brand
names and manufacturers . . . and there it was: Continental Radio & Television Corporation!

Continental was responsible for a number of really obscure nameplates like Fearnola, Criole, Slagle,




Star Raider, Sunbeam, and

Wondertone. Knowing I'd r

never find any information on AN fIQUE RADIO SWAPMEET
these brandg in the books | | TYRO GRANGE HALL Sunday
had, I. contmued the quest Routes 413 & 202 November 13th
assuming this was one of Buckingham, PA 8 AM -1 PM

CR&TC's big labels: Admiral.
Removing my copy of Rad-
io: A Blast from the Past from
the bookcase, the index listed
a number of Admiral radios,
which | checked one-by-one.
Half-way through, | hit paydirt.
Though most of the pictures in
this book were reprinted from

old trade-magazine ads, there Presented by

was no question about it THE DELAWARE VA}T%E]&YOXHSI;S;IORIC RADIO CLUB
Staring me in the face on Lansdale, PA 19446

page 273 was the exact radio (215) 368.2520

'd purchased earlier in the For dealer registration. call (215) 483-8900, ext. 273.

day: the Admiral Model 21A6,

vintage 1940. (Even though
the picture in Blast was the version in brown bakelite, they provided the number for my similar model in
ivory.)

Looking back at Bunis for a ballpark value, | discovered that I'd not only added a premium set to my
collection, it also sported a premium price tag.

So, what's the point? When a new edition related to our hobby is published, buy it! What's more,
keep in mind that, once these books are no longer in print (some of the forementioned already are), even
though some of the information may be out of date, there will be occasions, like mine, where they’re the
only place to find answers.

In conclusion, remember: too much is never enough! Please send me Made in Japan for Christmas.

TUNE IN TO RADIO LIKE IT USED TO BE
Ted Sowirka

~ To relive the Golden Days of Radio, listen to any of the records or tapes of preserved programs that
were popular during the Thirties and Forties. These programs are entertaining, but do not really convey
how radio affected our daily listening habits.

Those of you too young to have heard such programs then, and you who do remember, can now lis-
ten to a real radio program for two hours each week. Tune in to the American Public Radio presentation
with Garrison Keillor on WHYY, 90.9 MHz, Saturday evening at 6 PM (rerun on Sunday, 10 AM to noon).

Loaded with outlandish commercials and Tom Keith's sound effects, musical presentations using reg-
ular and guest talent with plenty of interesting skits and entertaining dialog, your imagination is turned on
because this is skillfully done radio.

The highlight of the show is a monologue narrated by Garrison about what has happened in his pre-
tend hometown of Lake Woebegone. Each week the stories include friends, neighbors, relatives and
other inhabitants in various incidents, all fictitious of course.

Starting in 1974 as The Prairie Home Companion, this St. Paul, Minnesota, broadcast is now in its
20th year and going strong. Turn on and listen to a couple of shows or record them for later listening.
You may become a regular listener as | and many others have done. | have been recording the pro-
grams for years and have over 300 shows on cassette tape. The program material is ageless and | enjoy
playing the tapes in the car as | commute to work.

To listen on your antique radio, use an FM converter fed through the phono input or of the type that
has output on the AM band.







