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JULY MEETING NOTES

As is customary, the July DVHRC
meeting was the outdoor tailgate
swap in the parking lot of the Telford
Community Center. As such, there
was no business meeting or technical
talk, so the report will be short and
sweet.

The weather cooperated, Lew and
Allie Newhard supplied the snacks
and drinks, and Pete Grave did his
usual bang-up job at auctioneering.

There was quite a bit of items brought
in and nearly all of it found a new
home.

One non-radio highlight of the eve-
ning was Dave Abramson showing
off his Phillies World Championship
ring.

For those of you that don't know,
Dave is the Chief Engineer for the
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Phillies organization and was given
the same ring the player's received.

It was impressive, and large - about
the diameter of a ping-pong ball.
Certainly something Dave will treas-
ure for the rest of his life.

Following are some pictures of the
swapmeet.
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Delaware Valley Historic Radio
Club
PO Box 5053
New Britain, PA 18901
www.dvhrc.info

The Oscillator is the monthly newsletter of
the Delaware Valley Historic Radio Club.
We welcome information relating to radio
and television history and collecting. Sub-
missions should be emailed to
saegers@ptd.net by the 25th of the prior
month.

Personal views, opinions and technical ad-
vice do not necessarily reflect those of the
members, officers or Board of Directors of
the DVHRC, not is the DVHRC responsible
for any buying or selling transactions.

Dues are $20 per year and can be paid at a
meeting or mailed to the above address.

DVHRC Board of Directors
President: Stan Saeger
610-967-5340
saegers@ptd.net
Dave Abramson
610-827-9757
dabramson@phillies.com
Dave Snellman
267-354-1395
snellman@bucks.edu
At-Large members:Dave Dean

dw.dean@verizon.net
Mike Koste

Vice-President:

Secy/Treasurer:

A FEW WORDS WITH MEM-
BER BOB SEIWELL

Q: How long have you been a mem-
ber of the club?
A: Since about 2001.

Q: Where did you grow up and
where do you live now?

A: 1 grew up on Long Island and
now live in Coopersburg, PA.

Q: Where do you work?
A: T work for Telesat, a communica-
tions satellite company, as an Elec-
tronics Engineer. Telesat is a Cana-
dian company, but I work at their
New Jersey site. We sell satellite
resources to the military, broadcast-
ers, oil companies - or anyone else
needing satellite services. Before
that, I did terrestrial microwave radio
repair for AT&T. 1 retired from
AT&T after 30 years.

Q: What got you started in the
hobby?

A: I had an uncle who passed away,
and one of the items I inherited was a
radio - a 1948 Silvertone tabletop, as
I recall. My Dad had a 1939 RCA
that I remember. I also have an AK
breadboard that given to me by an
uncle. These radios got me interested
and I started to attend a few meets in
New Jersey. I began to specialize in
Philcos. I have about 150 Philcos in
my collection.

Q: What radio are you most proud
of?

A: Probably a Philco Model 70 ca-
thedral. 1 used some of the skills I
learned in one of my other hobbies,
restoring classic Corvettes, to do the
lacquer and finish work. (Note: I've
seen Bob's workmanship, and its first-
rate).

Q: Besides radios and Corvettes,
what else occupies your time?

A: 1 build and fly radio-controlled
airplanes. [ think its good to have
more than one hobby - if you get
bored with one, you can switch to
another until your interest returns.
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LOOKING BACK . . . Fromthe May 1995 issue of The Oscillator:

FENMSYL AN AADD HISTORT:

THE JOHNSONBURG RADIDO CORPORATION
Lusdweil Sibley

The earty histary of tube marufacturing is ful of small companias which vanishad or (il lucky| meng-
Bd willy olbsrg. Thame was 3 Vit waes® of ems ahich deappaared ucer hll'.l'!.l compatian in the
mid-"202. Examples ard Allan, Biscksione, of Cleariran. Then there was a “second wave,” bether ong-
antred than the earller ones, that might have prospered but for the Dapreasin  Westam Pamne-
wania had one of The e Knden of heea: 1The Jmmﬂgﬁ Fadio Corporation. (For reference,
Jahrsanburg 8 localed in Ek County near 51 Mary's with resicents todary )

Tha company appeared in 1925, orignaly using the brand name “True Tone" Garry Tyne's Saga
of ithe Vacuum Tube says about i only that § made fubas under tha “JAC" brand, and Bra. Pairick
Dowd's §at of 500+ cbsarved bvands of 201AS includes “JRC" Bul JohneonBburg iam fHeled in
Gaakea' T Years of Bedia Tubes and YVakaa, and | iad nol 28an S of Their prodecis undl reacersthy.

Tha "ittle guys” lios Arciurus o Champion often mroducsed urusudl lubes in hope of establishing a
marwat nicha that Mighty ACA didn't iL A Johnsonbung tt armounoeEment i Secironics far
March 1532 shows a new full-wave macuny recifior in an 2-14 bub. Basically a frve-volt version o
the Type &2 rectifier, it was imenoed 1o replacs the popular ED. Arhwr v, Baldwin, chiel engineer, Is
quated as ghing fis ratings: | drew only one ampene &1 free valis, bul delvered up 1o 150 mA DC.

Mr. Balfwin had been B lube engineer for Canadian ‘Westinghouse. He was hired in July 1529
whilo erﬂ-ﬂnhlﬂ'gmhﬁﬂﬁ: formed. Afer e compamy Cisappaansd, he wand (0 Hygrada E:."'-'i'lh
in Emparium and had a lang career which includad techrica edilarhip, in e (a8 408 of Tha Speka-
Mig Newy, Infardewed by phone recerdly, he reported that the rectifier had been beset with prob-
e e all mercisy davicas, it had & lendancy b2 “arc back™ and thal problem hadn't been soived.

JakrEssaBorg el made e 288, & dual-uni dieci-ooupied audio iode said 1o Ba gond o four
walis ut ry ﬁn!:l'l"lp tal &re n & BCA lube manally An isclalsd fdl-page & in Sieciionics
I'S-HFILD!'EJ:I infroducesd i, Wi Baldwin rapata SEl (ki typs was achiply crigingied Dy an outgics
fubg man named Stromenesr. That was doubdess Charles F. Stromeyer, famer ressanch anginear of
tha Cable Radio Tube Corporation of Brockdyn. Cable was famous foe s “Sgeed Triphe Twar® dusi-
unit dinsci-cavpled ricdes (281, 293, $95] which were probably the direct predecessors of the 225
The 205 wasn'l a big seler, bl did find ita way inld The RX Radie Labe RX-80G0S0L radicg as oa-
grammsd in Riger's ¥olume & The Acratest 108 PA amp w=ed bwo 2B8s in push-pull

An mlernal RCA Manutscturing Co. l88ng of ubes ool mads or s2id by RCA, dated July 1835,
ghows Johnsonburg as produding the 288, B8& 1245, and 1278 ([Bolh the RCA st and Stokes'
Book alaw ARCiUrug &3 aksa offering the 2BE, protably a5 a dsribuior for Johrsonburg-madg bubes. )
The compay is alss lisled &= making 1he “Sparton” line of hutes: the 1E2E, 183, 4628, and 483, The
fact that the camaarn' was on RCAS gt (with 13 oihees lka Arcnus and Triad] ssiggeats kel Jahn-
sonburg was nof 45 obscure 2% e raally amsl] makoanm.

Addiionaly, Johnsonouyg Is given as the sola maker of wo fulla2ve mercury rectifiers, the 535
and BES. The SBE was apparandly Ta ane inroduced in Blecionics. The F&5 was B mercury version
of the BAMETA, irerded foe use i Sulcemobie recaiveda, Fva Bpan unable ¥ find any sel el wad
themn. (ACA dismissed them as “umiEnparntant ™)

When the company was founded, the toen of Jebnsarurg had a pager mil which supplied the
gicck for penting of the Ssurday Evening Fost. The mil's head, E. L hyars, established the fube
plard, in padt 1o provide a laber oullel Ter the women of tha fown. [Sylvania, In Emporium, s said ta
hava bean founded there for tha same reason. Sadly, e only cdhar ad that Fva been abls 1o find
merifizning $he company was a 1935 recetver's ofler o liquidsie Be manulaciuring eguipment

K. Baldver has |'.'I'I!l'|1ﬂ-!l-|:| il'lﬂ|-ﬂ|'|'. inta ofhar comgany parsarmal. The fachany manages wasg Charlag
E. Foster, who had comsa fram, and eventually retumed to, Sylvania. Ha brought hiz Grather Hamy,
wilh exparEncs e moudling deganmeant, and an indisidaal remed Mills a5 maching-shop fars-
man. The chiel angineer just badare the compary closed wag andthed Canadmn Wesinghouse wet-
aran, Emaest Lyke, who wound up (1525) &= chief angineer for receving tubes &l Natianal Unicn. Mr.
Balkiwin's aasiglani was Wikiam G, Carsan, a telow Canacian, wha later found a non-electronics job
in Merw Jersey,

Jobtnsonburg was licansad by ACA 10 maks anly recening types. B2 business was bath regular
markat and private-brand tubae, 10 paticuar, Mr, Baidwin indoades that Crosley used soms Jahn-
Bonburg producis im Es pole, Croaley, of courgs, eanaitanty boooht fubes tom the smafes makers;
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oerices branded “Craskey - Ken-Rad® and "Crogley - Arciurus® are wall Kpawn, Johirsanburg prod-
ucts aked wert inls Howard recebvers and Sears radios, especially Ballaty Sols. Among thoss tubes
wid & ballast suba of the Fon-wire-in-hydrogen type 10 reguiate the Alament currend iraugh a group
al G-mA hibed. (ncesd. mos! Sears Sikvertone battery sots of the parnied use tapped-Nament b
lasts wilh nmbers like 30, 31, 52, 1AZ, and BE1) The company apgarenty also mads & few ‘crater.
e ubdes dor disc-scan telavision receivers. Ono of its prototypas products was the KEG - Kol
grigglow® - ube, a cold-cathoda rigger device similar 1o the latar D845 and namad for &n EiGirsar
at Wastinghousa.

The smaler bubamakers ofien used calchy packaging schemes to distnguish ther wares, ik
Chameion's L G , ke
pesbk-a-ban oui-
awvay baw, The
camarE e John-
Lanburg fukigs
warg Nast-pesled
i e Sl e beane.

One of the com-
pary’'s Prome-
Gonal stunis was
bo  dmap  fubas
fram an aiplane
to show how rug-
ped  thay were
Mr. Bakiwin bel-
wves that John-
SONDNED  OFigingd-
&g the dea of us-
ifg a mica disc at
Ehe balom, B3
wall a3 ik ap, of
the tube mound,
Aoded  rugoed-
mEEE cEme frem
Lsing suppar

st ol EL-mil : 3 1T

Em o ity HIGH SENSITIV ITY »
d0umil, O i
80, RCAS |ater Low Set Manufacturing Cost s
"8T° bulb with s —

iopsuppot fas-
e prenddad rug-
gedness a di-
ferert way,

Arthur Baldwin Super Triode
desorees  fhanks
for hie irgight o Technical Dara Maded Upon Ragaesr
the Johrsorburg Welte
Cormpany, wihaoug =

b | A5 JOHNSONBURG
o) Imposaible. 0 b~ RADIO CORPORATION

JOHMSOMBURG, PEMMA.

WATTS POWER OUTFLUT »

Licensed by RCA and Revelarion Patent Holding Co.
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