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DYHRC and kutztown..Perfect Together

The Kutztown Report by Dave Snellman

The Kutztown Radio Meet took place on August 18th at Renninger’s. DVHRC had a very noticeable
presence there that day. The club had a table set-up with tubes for sale as well as discounted radio books.
Charlie Class and Fred Saul held the fort at the table for most of the morning. The new Collecior’s Guide
to Antique Radios - 5th edition sold out quickly.

Quite a fevw vendors were located under the cover of the second pavilion. Too many items to list here, but
I can say there was really a variety of things for sale. Batiery sets, and nicely restored “tombstones™ and
“cathedrals” were available. Vintage audio equipment was there for those audiop hiles among us. A very
nice AK model 55 in a Kiel tablewas for sale. (If I only had the room.)

The weather was perfect. The sitewas great. The folks at Renninger’s were very helpful. They provided
a sound system for the auction, eleciric to test recent purchases, and a golf cart for Lewie to collect
donations for the aurtion.
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Mewsletter of the Around 10:45 we hegan setting up for the auction. The proceeds from
Lelaware ‘T’?‘fg’ EHH‘;’:; Radio (1P ke auetion go to the DVHRC treasury. We had a good turnout for
() Box g : : P i i
Favertonn, PA 19053 help at this year's auction. I'd like to thank all those mdividualsvwho
maire donations to the aucton. I'd also like to extend thanls to the

E;::c '1'5 bl d"f:' 'dj“”“:r‘“f““‘ auction crew. Pete Grave was our auctioneer - as usual. Dave
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i wibmlvaon md prooresomomedie Ahranson, Ted Sowirka, and Lowell Schulz were the moerc handise
vemdogr

Tx wdeomx mxd adiaL i mmeuon  deog wisdo baor o IMOVers. Yl]'l]I'S tI'l]l}', DEVE SIE]]IHHII SEI'VEd as Ehrk.
mlvuog Subminion: sbould be cwdull 7 1ooe dbad, cppeed mnd

D | w1ih o phowgiepha o disg l mdixa
e gty A8 the auction ended and the dust cleared,, the DVHRC ireasury was
e e s [ mopact i increased hy a little over $300.00 thanks to the auction.
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Glassilied Mlg

Freetoa goodhome: Sendh caisole rmdio - rom odel # - mnahdrg - recapped - cabinet i good dhape . oo a
cmall GEfloorm odel (circa 1957 )that needs come ook, Addiimal chacck aradlable: Zendh ad GE
worhi covdiion. Candact Panal Whoeb: at 215-352-3768

Pk o Model 20 arith cpare setof tabes . Radio & fullr fioe iohal, origiral cabivet. Iiabe offer. Caact Panl
Phekatd153223703,

BRompnwibt Sterec, Model 4033, coreok. Be complkte mith bardable. s fixctiora ], ot probabbrneeds
ane wah. Diake offer. Fo addiional deils, cadact Ilavoel Tbio at 215 558-204 5.

or sale; 5 cawole B8 telemiciore from the 500, Sxde a wrdoors, Sybrnda Habliztt ometalc awole
abiret, B CAblovde coneole. Call Dare Shoamcon at G10FR2T-9757 . Bect affers.

Clasgfied ad podop

Ads Wil de accepded without charge from DVHR memders. Please editthem &0 a yeasomadies sEe fo
& comodate others, AZs wWill v per your instuchons or unBlon nofifh the oty Allother ads af Fimonp
o $I0ear Chatact the oditor By ahwvork details,

Pajge 3

From the Parts Bin
Dave Abramson, Editar

[ had thought of ninning some
Iluchow reports but others hawve done
a better job than [ could do, and there
1z enough local news to fill the space.
Ivly thanks to all who reported auction
resultz. Eeep contributing!

Instead, a short report on my trip to
southern Sweden in late May and my
stmall find there. [ wasin Vissifjarda
{pop. 235) fora fumily wedding and
the reception was at the local history
tseun ..a converted clhirch stable
fram the late 1700 It was full of
celebrating HSwedes, salmon in dill

sauce, and Acquawnt and what do I spy
i1 the corner but a homebrewin a pine
case. Mo walmit herel

[nade were a pair o

other assorted itetns. 1 watit it!
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Aith the perrnission of Electron Valve, a fascinating tour of
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producing 300-B's. & complete production tour, pricing, and
list oftubes to come 13 on the site.

The provess ol gasernblimyg e many parkz ol e labe e egines, The grid is couond ozing ope-wol L
ardginal winders bulltIn 1912, This particular unkt kras mads by RCA For Westem Clecirlc,

The veire lewds Trum Lee Lube are inaeded ol e pre gloed bese ood Ue Lube iz placed inlbu Uie asiog vyven
wrhiere e mwwelupe did bace are permomanen iy juimed.

1 thoupht thls process vras so0 cool, I had i get just one more shok The wbe I then taken ower ko a
wrmprielary commmler esdee Do hie folly analescal. Here Hesden tackan ! egoipmesd pedanms a myridil
] Lesle p Lhe lube by insure il yualile, Qoce Wie lube paases all Leals, Wie bobe is ossigoned o serjul
nuniber, packaped vrith test sheeks and placed Into Inventory,
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PLASKON: THE OTHER PHENOLIC RESIN
By Mike Koste
DVHRC Oscillator, Sep temibeer, 2001

There have abvays heen two or three white plaslon radios in my collection B i wasn't until the recent ad dition of 2 1948
Enerson Model 561 in that creamy drory finkh that sparked my inderest in larning nwre abouih alelile s cawasian cousin
Dr. Leo Baekeland s mixture of carholic acid and fornald elorde was patented in 1910 and made hiny and Balelite Corporation
millions of dollars, selling his oM able resin p rimarily to manufciurers of elecirical and awonwoh ile insulators and heavy
mdusirial producis. One ofhakeliie s primary drawh acks at the time was the mited range of colors the formula could produce.

Baelkland’s patent expired in 1927 and was acquired by The Catalin Corporation, who managed to ad dress the tinting question
by modifying the ingredients and the method in which the resin was cast Unlike balelite's fare prinary colors, all variations of
hrownor black, the new Catalin mixiure added fifteen more. Add the ability to mix colors to produ e the now-familiar
marhelized effect, the schemes and combh inations of hues hecame end less. Pressed indo hraceles, hand les for ldie hen utensiks
and gadgeks, the consumer’s bove affair with this versatile and cheerfully colored naterial was instantantaneous.

This devlopment set the stage for another variation in Dr. Leo’s concoc tion: Polpchlorotnfluorothyelene.

The Toledo Scale Comp any was boking for a suitahle material for it's line of b ab y scales. It had io be lightweizht, it had io be
durahle, and it had io he white. Due i the unsish ke rahure of Catalin'’s prodwet, their mix ofwhite didn't stay that way for bong.
In fact most of the fimous b utterscoic h colored Fada “bullet” radios you see were origimally arory colored. In 1931, researchers
at Toledo Scale found the nearperfect solution when they combined wrea, another resin, with cellulose fiher. The resubt was
dubh ed Plaslon

Rad 0 manufar turers kad heen using b akelite since the 1920°s, mostly for p anek, kowhs and ingulators. However, within ten
vears, the radio hegan to iransform itself from howsehold app hiance iv ohject d 'art. MoMed cases of hakelite, Catalin and
Phaslon gave ind wirial desieners lile Norman Bel Geddes, Raymond Loewy, and Walter Dorwin Teague carte hlanche to take
radio design where it kad never heenhefore. The resubis of their efforis to this day remain sirildng.

During the Depression, the use of these new p lastics by radio manufachurers proved to be far more economical than using wood.
The pop ularity of the medium, despite the gloomy firancial condition of the nation, made more and more families noulti-rad i
households. Inexp ensire halelite t3h ke se hegan to appear in bed rooms and ki hens while the large console remained ithe focal
point of the 1aring roomy Brown b akelite app roxinated the look ofwood, the #rory and pastel shades of plaskonprovided a less
ominous appearance, and hrichily polished Catalinprovided an air of oppulance. The new colors and shapes of these compact
sets maide it possi ke to maik h any décor.

Perhaps the most higchly prized Plalon sets from this period are the momolithic Air King radios. Designed by Harold van
Doren and manufaciured from 1934-36, the “ Sloscrapers” were available in white, a5 well a5 red, livender and hme green, and
more closely resembled the work of an architert than a cabinetnaker. But Air King wasn't alone. Plaskon radios were ako
produwed by Fada, Emerson, General Eleciric, Belmont and many others. The white Plaskon version of a halelite nod el was
usually soM at addifional cost. Likewise, my Emerson 561 ¥ today worth more than it’s b akelite counterpart

Despite all the positires these materials had, an equal number of negatires have surfaced over the years. For stariers, hakelite
cannothe repaired. If it's hrolen, crar ked or chipped, so it will remain Catalin, along with the d scoloration p rohlem
mentioned earlier, is ako on the nexi-to-impossih le-to-rep air st Plaslon has it's own peculiarity: Sivess cracks. In reality,
these fine lines aren't caused by abuse, hut by the completion of the curing p rocess. Like Catalin Plaskon i never totally “set”,
remaining partially Ligwid. Once the moisiure & gone, the surface develops voids, mouwch ke a dried creelihed. Most siress
cracks are ignored by collectors, since they are pretty nuch the norm on a Plaskon radio.
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Phlaslon continued

Although there’s o known cure br filling these voids,
there & a way o make them kess noticab ke, In reality, thai
siress crack is nearly invisih le. What malkes it p rofound is
nothing but dirt. I suggest wing a cotibn swah moksened with
Clorox hleach (Your editor & a hig fan of Tilex) Moving in
the direction of the crack, rub the swab gently into the line.
You'llbe surp rised io see how dirty the (- Tip gets with very
mininal effort. Even more anazing, the hlemish will nearly
d isapp ear.

Muwh like the old radios we all bve, wudon't run
into a ot of new prodwis made of Plaskon anymwre. However,
there’s app arently siill some high-tech inderest in the produci
According to the N4 54 Materie]l Home Page, Plaslon, aka
Fathoset, is destih ed as “an epoxy resinwith silica filler,
manufachured by Farhoil Corporation and is a registered
trademark of Amoc o (British Petroleum)”.
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Engineers determined that the 3rd line down was
readable and the diagonal bars in the second group at
thetop were clear-cut. Along the nght hand border are
a group of circles to test for distortion, whach, if

preseqt, some of the droes would appear elliptical. Firestone B-320 (Belmont) - 1539
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"This Manch in Radio Histary™

Compiled by Mike Koste
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(e KutZeown Kadio Store | | oo

AT RENNINGER'S ANTIQUE MART HUTITOWN, PA
Qpan Soturdoys, 8:30.4 A G TANNENBAUM

Sales ard Repdir Buying old radias ELED TROMIC SERVICE DATA L PARTS
of anfique rodics  EEEa— and related ports
Bob- (610} 253-3241 bparvin@ool.cem
Lewic- (410) 2462-3255 lawaollle@asl.com ice - WAZETH F.0. BOX 36
Dale- (510) 262-1807 Itubenet@wabiv.nel Mike . KB AMELER. PA 19002

THE KUTZTOWN RADIO STORE

AT RENNINGER'S ANTIQUE MART KUTZTOWN, PA
C3pem Sutardays, B:30-4:00 P.M,

Coenplete Radio Cabinet Eraturathon and Refinishing
Minor Veneer Repaiis  Drocals Replaced  Motal V'obishing
Crlll Cloth Replacemwmt  Tables Io Consoles

Ext, om Sito only  4-6 weeks dellvery
Original Finish Bewtored When Salvageable
Lewle - 610-262-3255 Lewailie@aol.com
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lﬂ'—. httpe/ /pw2.netcom.com/ - irstake dvhrc.
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1649 Yellow Springs Rd.
Chester Springs, PA 19425




